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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF CANVASSERS
IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK
HELD ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2026, AT 1:00 P.M.
42 BROADWAY, 6" FLOOR, COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM
NEW YORK, NY 10004

PRESENT: President Michele A Sileo
Secretary Gino A. Marmorato

Commissioners Jose M. Araujo, *Michael J. Coppotelli, Marc A. Landis, Frank R.
Seddio, Simon Shamoun, Keith Sullivan, Frederic M. Umane

Michael J. Ryan, Executive Director

Georgea Kontzamanis, Operations Manager

Michael D. Corbett, Administrative Manager

Grace Pyun, General Counsel

Raphael Savino, Deputy General Counsel

Steven B. Denkberg, Counsel to the Commissioners
Kenneth Moltner, Counsel to the Commissioners

Pete Holmberg, Coordinator — Candidate Records Unit

Kings County: Salvatore Barrera, Chief Clerk
Khadijah Overstreet, Senior Administrator

Richmond County: Nicole Traficenti, List Maintenance Supervisor

*Commissioner Coppotelli appeared remotely, but not at a publicly accessible
location, and therefore did not cast any votes.

Michael J. Ryan, Executive Director, opened the meeting with the

Commissioner’s roll call and the introduction of Board staff.

Mr. Ryan began with Item #1 of the meeting agenda, a Meeting of the Board

of Canvassers in the City of New York to Certify the Results of the June 23, 2026



Primary Election in the 22" Senate District in Brooklyn, which was the subject of a

hand-count.

For the purposes of this certification, Mr. Ryan confirmed that the Brooklyn

Borough Managers were attending remotely.

Mr. Ryan turned the meeting over to President Sileo to convene a meeting of

the Board of Canvassers in the City of New York.

Pursuant to the provisions of Title 2 of Article 9 of the New York State
Election Law, President Sileo called the meeting of the Board of Canvassers in the
City of New York to order, for the purposes of certifying the canvass of votes cast
in the Primary Election for the State Senate in the 22" District held on June 23,

2026.

It was noted for the record that Commissioners appearing remotely were

provided with a copy of the Returns of Canvass in advance.

President Sileo designated Commissioner Seddio to serve as the other
Democratic Member of the Canvassing Board, and Secretary Marmorato designated
Commissioner Umane to serve as the other Republican Member of the Canvassing

Board.



The Kings County Borough Managers, Salvatore Barrera, Chief Clerk, and
Khadijah Overstreet, Senior Administrator, sitting in for Daniel Ortiz, Deputy Chief

Clerk, introduced themselves for the record.

The Chief Clerk and Deputy Chief Clerk of Brooklyn and their staff have
prepared and signed the Returns of Canvass for the Republican Primary Election
held on June 23, 2026, in Kings County, for State Senate in the 22" District

following a hand recount conducted pursuant to New York State Election Law.

The Returns of Canvass were presented to the Canvassing Board for review

and approval.

The Kings County Chief Clerk and Senior Administrator confirmed that the
results presented were accurate and correct and that there were no discrepancies to

report to the Board.

Based on that report, Commissioner Shamoun moved that the Board of
Canvassers certify the Returns of Canvass for the Republican Primary Election held
on June 23, 2026, in Kings County, for State Senate in the 22" District.
Commissioner Umane and Commissioner Seddio seconded the motion, which was

adopted unanimously.



Commissioner Umane moved to authorize the use of the Commissioners’
electronic signatures as needed and appropriate on each Statement and Return of
Canvass. Commissioner Seddio seconded the motion, which was adopted

unanimously.

Secretary Marmorato moved to adjourn the Meeting of the Board of
Canvassers in the City of New York and to convene the weekly stated meeting of
the Commissioners of Elections in the City of New York. Commissioner Umane

seconded the motion, which was adopted unanimously.

The Meeting of the Board of Canvassers, in the City of New York, was

adjourned.

Following the meeting of the Board of Canvassers in the City of New York,

Mr. Ryan resumed the weekly meeting of the Board of Commissioners.

Mr. Ryan continued with Item #2 of the meeting agenda, the approval of the
minutes of the August 4, 2026 Commissioners’ Meeting. Mr. Ryan stated that when
the minutes were internally circulated, Commissioner Umane requested that the
meeting minutes accurately reflect that a full vote was taken at the Finance

Committee Meeting. The minutes were corrected and recirculated, and Mr. Ryan



stated that the version before the Commissioners was the final version of the

minutes.

Hearing no objections or further amendments, the minutes of the August 4,

2026 Commissioners’ Meeting were adopted as submitted.

Mr. Ryan continued with Item #3 of the meeting agenda, Application of

Candidate — Appearance of Name on the November 3, 2025 General Election Ballot.

Mr. Ryan stated that, by way of a letter dated August 13, 2026, Kathleen
Waterman-Marshall, a judicial candidate, submitted a request for a name change.
Mr. Ryan turned the meeting over to Pete Holmberg, Coordinator of the Candidate
Records Unit, to provide the details to the Commissioners, noting that the letter was
included in their meeting packet and had been previously circulated to the

Commissioners.

Mr. Holmberg stated that the Candidate Records Unit is in possession of a
letter from Ms. Kathleen C. Marshall, a candidate for Supreme Court in New York
County, First Judicial District, requesting in writing that, instead of Kathleen C.
Marshall, which is how her nomination and acceptance were listed, her name appear
on the ballot as Kathleen Waterman-Marshall. Mr. Holmberg advised that there was

no objection to the request.



Mr. Ryan stated that the Commissioners set the ballot, and that, if there were

no objection, a motion was still in order to accept the name change as stated in the

August 13, 2026 letter.

Commissioner Landis moved to accept the name change. Commissioner
Umane pointed out that in one instance in the letter, the name appears with a hyphen,
while in another instance it does not. He stated that if she wanted the hyphen, he had
no problem agreeing and seconding the motion made by his colleague,
Commissioner Landis. He noted that there was an ambiguity in the letter, but that it
was clear she wanted her name to appear as Kathleen Waterman-Marshall and he
did not believe it was a problem. Commissioner Umane seconded the motion, which

was adopted unanimously.

Mr. Ryan stated that the candidate for judicial office in the Borough of
Manhattan shall be reflected on the ballot as Kathleen Waterman-Marshall, as

requested in her August 13, 2026 letter.

Mr. Ryan continued with Item #4 of the meeting agenda, a Challenge to Voter

Registration under NYS Election Law § 5-220.



Mr. Ryan turned the meeting over to the Office of the General Counsel for

presentation.

Grace Pyun, General Counsel, informed the Commissioners that this was a
public voter challenge initiated by Mr. Steve Nardone last year. She stated that Mr.
Nardone claimed that he received voter registration materials for Ms. Pia Bratlie and
that he was the owner of the residential address, and further claimed that no one by

the name of Pia Bratlie had ever resided at that address.

The Commissioners discussed the voter challenge and the information
contained in Ms. Bratlie’s voter registration record. Ms. Pyun explained that Ms.
Bratlie was registered as a special federal voter based on her 2024 registration
application, in which she identified herself as a U.S. citizen residing outside the
United States and having never resided in the country. She further explained that the
Staten Island Borough Office and Legal Department made numerous attempts to
contact Ms. Bratlie using the information provided on her application, including by

sending certified mail to her foreign address, but received no response.

The Commissioners discussed Ms. Bratlie’s eligibility as a special federal
voter, her registration at the Staten Island address, and the applicable requirements
for U.S. citizens residing abroad. Ms. Pyun explained that, under the applicable
provisions of law, an individual who has never resided in the United States may
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qualify as a special federal voter based on a qualifying parent’s New York address.
However, the Board was unable to verify any connection between Ms. Bratlie and

the Staten Island address or establish that the address was that of a qualifying parent.

The Commissioners also discussed the process for notifying Ms. Bratlie of the
cancellation and providing her with information regarding how she may re-register
or apply to vote in future federal elections, if eligible. The Commissioners
acknowledged the investigation conducted by the Staten Island Borough Office and

Legal Department and thanked the staff for their efforts.

Commissioner Araujo moved to cancel Ms. Bratlie’s voter registration and
send her a letter notifying her of the cancellation and advising her where to go to re-
register, should she wish to do so. President Sileo seconded the motion, which was

adopted unanimously.

Mr. Ryan continued with Item #5 of the meeting agenda, a motion to go into
Executive Session for Personnel Matters. Before going into Executive Session, Mr.

Ryan suggested that the Commissioners set the date of the next meeting for Tuesday,

September 1, 2026.



Secretary Marmorato moved to set the date of the next meeting for Tuesday,
September 1, 2026 at 1:00 PM. Commissioner Umane seconded the motion, which

was adopted unanimously.

Secretary Marmorato moved to adjourn the regular stated meeting of the
Board of Commissioners in the City of New York and convene an Executive Session
to discuss Personnel Matters. Commissioner Umane seconded the motion, which

was adopted unanimously.

Following the Executive Session, the open meeting resumed.

During the Executive Session, the following actions were taken by the

unanimous decision of the Board of Commissioners:

e Victoria Boyle, a Permanent Financial Clerk, was issued an advancement
of 210 hours of Sick Time. Ms. Boyle’s agency start date is January 4,

2021, and she is a Staten Island Republican.

e Phil Kebreau, a Senior VMT, was granted 210 hours of Sick Time. Mr.
Kebreau’s agency start date is July 17, 2011, and he is a Bronx

Republican.



e Linda Marie Centineo, Coordinator of Voter Registration Activities, was

granted 210 hours of Sick Time. Ms. Centineo’s agency start date 1s June

18,2012, and she is a Staten Island Republican.

The meeting was adjourned.

The next meeting of the Commissioners of Elections will be held on Tuesday,

September 1, 2026 at 1:00 P.M.
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