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 Approved #3541 
 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF CANVASSERS 
IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

HELD ON TUESDAY, JULY 14, 2026, AT 1:00 P.M. 
42 BROADWAY, 6th FLOOR, COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM 

NEW YORK, NY 10004                                                                                                                                                      
 
PRESENT: President Jodi Morales 
  Secretary Gino A. Marmorato 
   
Commissioners Jose M. Araujo, Michael J. Coppotelli, Marc A. Landis, Frank R. 
Seddio, Simon Shamoun, Michele A. Sileo, Keith Sullivan, Frederic M. Umane 
 
Michael J. Ryan, Executive Director 
Vincent M. Ignizio, Deputy Executive Director 
Michael D. Corbett, Administrative Manager  
Grace Pyun, General Counsel 
Raphael Savino, Deputy General Counsel 
Steven B. Denkberg, Counsel to the Commissioners 
Kenneth Moltner, Counsel to the Commissioners 
Tom Sattie, Director – Candidate Records Unit  
Pete Holmberg, Coordinator – Candidate Records Unit 
Sherwin Suss Agency Chief Contracting Officer 

New York County:       Stephen Evans III, Chief Clerk 
                                         Rhonda Evans, Deputy Chief Clerk 

Bronx County:  Brendaliz Candelaria, Deputy Chief Clerk                                       
    Steven Guglielmi, Deputy Chief Clerk 

Kings County:  Salvatore Barrera, Chief Clerk 
                               Daniel Ortiz, Deputy Chief Clerk 

Queens County:  Amanda Berinato, Chief Clerk 
                              Bart Haggerty, Deputy Chief Clerk 

Richmond County:  Daniel Lavelle, Chief Clerk     
    Anthony Andriulli, Deputy Chief Clerk 

GUESTS:   Adrian Pearl 
    Levi Anteby 
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Michael J. Ryan, Executive Director, opened the meeting with the 

Commissioner’s roll call and the introduction of Board staff. 

 

Mr. Ryan began with item #2 of the meeting agenda, the approval of the 

minutes of the June 16, 2026 Commissioners’ Meeting.  

 

Hearing no objections, the minutes of the June 16, 2026 Commissioners’ 

Meeting were adopted. 

 

Mr. Ryan turned the meeting over to President Morales to convene a meeting 

of the Board of Canvassers in the City of New York to certify the election results for 

the Primary Election that was conducted on June 23, 2026, acknowledging that 

within that process there will be some number of subdivisions that require hand 

counts which may be completed or may still be ongoing, subject to the Election Law 

requiring us to do so when contests fall within one half of 1%.   

 

Pursuant to the provisions of Title 2 of Article 9 of the New York State 

Election Law, President Morales called the meeting of the Board of Canvassers in 

the City of New York to order, for the purpose of certifying the canvass of votes cast 

for the Primary Election held on June 23, 2026.   
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It was noted for the record that Commissioners appearing remotely have been 

provided with a copy of the Returns of Canvass in advance. 

 

President Morales designated Commissioner Araujo to serve as the other 

Democratic Member of the Canvassing Board, and Secretary Marmorato designated 

Commissioner Umane to serve as the other Republican Member of the Canvassing 

Board.  

 

The New York County Borough Managers, Stephen Evans, Chief Clerk, and 

Rhonda Evans, Deputy Chief Clerk, introduced themselves for the record.  

 

The Chief Clerk and Deputy Chief Clerk of Manhattan and their staff have 

prepared and signed the Returns of Canvass for the Primary Election held on June 

23, 2026, in accordance with this Board’s Policies and Procedures with the exception 

of those which, pursuant to New York State Election Law, are the subject of a hand 

recount. 

 

The Returns of Canvass for New York County were presented to the 

Canvassing Board for review and approval.   

 

The New York County Chief Clerk and Deputy Chief Clerk confirmed that 

the results presented are accurate and correct, there are no discrepancies to report to 
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the Board, and the audit of the poll site and central count scanners, as required by 

Article 9 of the New York State Election Law, has been successfully completed. 

 

Based on that report, Commissioner Umane moved that the Board of 

Canvassers certify the Returns of Canvass for the June 23, 2026 Primary Election 

conducted in New York County. Commissioner Araujo seconded the motion. For 

the record, Commissioner Landis noted his recusal for Member of the Assembly in 

the 69th Assembly District and the City Council, in the 3rd District. The motion was 

adopted unanimously.  

 

Commissioner Umane thanked the employees of the New York office for 

doing a great job, on behalf of himself and Commissioner Landis, noting that it has 

been a complicated year and it is still going on with several hand counts. 

Commissioner Landis added that, having seen the staff hard at work at the 

commencement of yesterday’s recount, he has continued admiration for the work 

that they are doing.  

 

Mr. Ryan noted that this will apply to all counties as well, as has been the 

Board’s practice for several years now -- at least five- the reports will be generated 

to the NYS Board of Elections with digital signatures affixed for the Chiefs and 

Deputies, and for the Commissioners.   
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The Bronx County Borough Managers, Brendaliz Candelaria and Steven 

Guglielmi, Deputy Chief Clerks, introduced themselves for the record.  

 

The Deputy Chief Clerks of the Bronx Office and their staff have prepared 

and signed the Returns of Canvass for the Primary Election held on June 23, 2026, 

in Bronx County, in accordance with this Board’s Policies and Procedures. 

 

The Returns of Canvass for Bronx County were presented to the Canvassing 

Board for review and approval.   

 

The Bronx County Deputy Chief Clerks confirmed that the results presented 

are accurate and correct, there are no discrepancies to report to the Board, and the 

audit of the poll site and central count scanners, as required by Article 9 of the New 

York State Election Law, has been successfully completed. 

 

Based on that report, Secretary Marmorato moved that the Board of 

Canvassers certify the Returns of Canvass for the Primary Election held on June 23, 

2026, conducted in Bronx County. Commissioner Araujo seconded the motion, 

which was adopted unanimously.  

 

President Morales expressed her sincere gratitude to the Bronx Borough 

Managers for the work that they always give the board and the constituents in the 
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City of New York and extended a special thank you. Secretary Marmorato echoed 

President Morales’ sentiments, stating that the Bronx was asked, and the Bronx 

delivered. On behalf of the Board of Elections and the wonderful people in the great 

borough of the Bronx, he thanked the Bronx Borough Managers and staff for their 

service, diligence, and for making this election a fair and easy one. 

 

The Kings County Borough Managers, Salvatore Barrera, Chief Clerk, and 

Daniel Ortiz, Deputy Chief Clerk, introduced themselves for the record.  

 

The Chief Clerk and Deputy Chief Clerk of Brooklyn and their staff have 

prepared and signed the Returns of Canvass for the Primary Election held on June 

23, 2026, in Kings County, in accordance with this Board’s Policies and Procedures 

with the exception of those which, pursuant to New York State Election Law, are 

the subject of a hand recount. 

 

The Returns of Canvass for Kings County were presented to the Canvassing 

Board for review and approval.   

 

The Kings County Chief Clerk and Deputy Chief Clerk confirmed that the 

results presented are accurate and correct, there are no discrepancies to report to the 

Board, and the audit of the poll site and central count scanners, as required by Article 

9 of the New York State Election Law, has been successfully completed. 
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Based on that report, Commissioner Coppotelli moved that the Board of 

Canvassers certify the Returns of Canvass for the Primary Election held on June 23, 

2026, conducted in Kings County. Commissioner Seddio seconded the motion, 

which was adopted unanimously.   

 

Commissioner Shamoun thanked the Kings County leadership and staff, and 

all involved in the election process, noting it was another successful election event, 

which is still ongoing with hand counts at the borough. Commissioner Seddio also 

thanked the staff for an excellent job, once again. With a multitude of needs and 

confrontations that they have to deal with, they’ve done an excellent job and 

extended their congratulations to both the Chief and Deputy Chief Clerk.  

 

The Queens County Borough Managers, Amanda Berinato, Chief Clerk, and 

Bart Haggerty, Deputy Chief Clerk, introduced themselves for the record.  

 

The Chief Clerk and Deputy Chief Clerk of Queens and their staff have 

prepared and signed the Returns of Canvass for the Primary Election held on June 

23, 2026, in Queens County, in accordance with this Board’s Policies and 

Procedures with the exception of those which, pursuant to New York State Election 

Law, are the subject of a hand recount. 

 



8 
 

The Returns of Canvass for Queens County were presented to the Canvassing 

Board for review and approval.   

 

The Queens County Chief Clerk and Deputy Chief Clerk confirmed that the 

results presented are accurate and correct, there are no discrepancies to report to the 

Board, and the audit of the poll site and central count scanners, as required by Article 

9 of the New York State Election Law, has been successfully completed. 

 

Based on that report, Commissioner Araujo moved that the Board of 

Canvassers certify the Returns of Canvass for the Primary Election held on June 23, 

2026, conducted in Queens County. Secretary Marmorato seconded the motion, 

which was adopted unanimously.  

 

Commissioner Araujo, on behalf of himself and Commissioner Sullivan, 

thanked the Queens staff for their hard work throughout the election process.  

 

The Richmond County Borough Managers, Daniel Lavelle, Chief Clerk, and 

Anthony Andriulli, Deputy Chief Clerk, introduced themselves for the record.  

 

The Chief Clerk and Deputy Chief Clerk of Staten Island and their staff have 

prepared and signed the Returns of Canvass for the Primary Election held on June 
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23, 2026, in Richmond County, in accordance with this Board’s Policies and 

Procedures. 

 

The Returns of Canvass for Richmond County were presented to the 

Canvassing Board for review and approval.   

 

The Richmond County Chief Clerk and Deputy Chief Clerk confirmed that 

the results presented are accurate and correct, there are no discrepancies to report to 

the Board, and the audit of the poll site and central count scanners, as required by 

Article 9 of the New York State Election Law, has been successfully completed. 

 

Based on that report, Commissioner Coppotelli moved that the Board of 

Canvassers certify the Returns of Canvass for the Primary Election held on June 23, 

2026, conducted in Richmond County. Commissioner Sileo seconded the motion, 

which was adopted unanimously.  

 

Commissioner Coppotelli, on behalf of himself and Commissioner Sileo, 

thanked the Richmond County staff, as well as the employees and poll workers, for 

their hard work and dedication to making the election run as smoothly and seamless 

as possible. Commissioner Sileo echoed those sentiments.  
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Commissioner Landis moved to adopt the Recap Statement and Return of 

Canvass for those Districts which cross borough lines in the Primary Election held 

on June 23, 2026. Commissioner Seddio seconded the motion, which was adopted 

unanimously.  

 

Commissioner Coppotelli moved to authorize the use of the Commissioners’ 

electronic signatures as needed and appropriate on each Statement and Return of 

Canvass for the Primary Election held on June 23, 2026. Commissioner Araujo 

seconded the motion, which was adopted unanimously. 

 

Secretary Marmorato moved to adjourn the Meeting of the Board of 

Canvassers in the City of New York and to convene the weekly stated meeting of 

the Commissioners of Elections in the City of New York. Commissioner Umane 

seconded the motion, and it was adopted unanimously. 

 

The Meeting of the Board of Canvassers, in the City of New York, was 

adjourned. 

 

Following the Meeting of the Board of Canvassers in the City of New York, 

the regular stated meeting of the Board of Commissioners resumed. 
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Mr. Ryan continued with item #3 of the meeting agenda, the Finance 

Committee Report. Mr. Ryan asked Sherwin Suss, the Agency Chief Contracting 

Officer, to step forward to present the committee report.  

 

Mr. Suss presented the following: 

 

World Wide Technology: 

This is a contract to provide the Board with Cohesity software licenses and 

support. The Cohesity platform provides the Board of Elections with 

centralized backup, recovery, and data protection for critical production 

systems across all borough office locations. It enables rapid recovery of 

servers, databases, and applications, helping to minimize operational 

disruptions and maintain business continuity during system failures or 

cybersecurity incidents. The requested license and support contract will 

provide software updates, security patches, advanced technical support, and 

ensure the Board meets all current cybersecurity requirements. World Wide 

Technology is a reseller of Cohesity products. This contract is being procured 

through the NYC OTI requirements contract. This is a 3-year contract at a set 

price of $458,525.34 per year for a total not to exceed amount of 

$1,375,576.02. 
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The Finance Committee report was presented to the full Board and adopted 

unanimously. 

  

 Commissioner Umane clarified that because the matter was a Committee 

Report, no motion was required. He noted that the committee had reported the item 

out favorably and therefore did not make a motion. He requested the Board’s 

approval of the Committee Report, which was unanimously approved.   

 

Mr. Ryan stated that, in addition to World Wide Technology, discussed in the 

Finance Committee meeting, for the purposes of clarification with respect to the 

approval of the ballot-marking devices, Mr. Ignizio was able to communicate with 

the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and confirmed that we will be able to 

utilize capital funding for the acquisition of these devices. That capital funding will 

either be in one fiscal year or spread out over the next two fiscal years.   

 

 Mr. Ignizio stated that Mr. Suss has also had communication with OMB and 

asked that he convey that as well.  

 

Mr. Suss stated that he also confirmed with the Department of Citywide 

Administrative Services (DCAS) and has received the appropriate paperwork that 

there is capital funding and to file the paperwork so we can get a budget code 

approved when needed.  
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Mr. Ryan reported that OMB has advised that DCAS identified the 

appropriate budget code. He noted that the remaining steps involve the City’s 

funding process and completing the necessary administrative paperwork and 

approvals. Mr. Ryan noted that the Board has already conducted a fulsome 

discussion and public presentation on the matter and is prepared to proceed. He 

added that the final objective was to provide the Commissioners with assurance that 

the budget process has, for the time being, caught up with the acquisition process, 

allowing the project to move forward. Mr. Suss confirmed that the total not-to-

exceed amount is $18,571,006.50.  

 

Mr. Ryan stated that the Board is replacing voting technology that has been in 

use since 2007. He noted that the nearly 20-year-old equipment will be replaced with 

modern technology, representing a significant advancement for the accessibility 

community. He added that the updated equipment will enable voters with disabilities 

to freely and independently participate in the voter franchise.  

 

Commissioner Umane noted that the accessibility community has been 

supportive of adopting the proposed technology. He stated that these are the only 

machines currently approved by the State Board and that they are the only machines 

compatible with the Board’s existing voting system.  
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Based on these considerations, Commissioner Umane presented the 

Committee’s recommendation to adopt the proposal and requested the Board’s 

approval of the Committee Report. The Committee Report was unanimously 

adopted.   

 

Mr. Ryan added that it cannot be overstated that the acquisition represents a 

significant enhancement to the voting process for voters who require this form of 

assistance. He remarked that it was a very good day for the Board and, more 

importantly, a good day for the voters who will benefit from the updated accessible 

voting equipment.  

 

 Commissioner Umane moved to set the date of the next meeting for Tuesday, 

July 21, 2026 at 1:00 PM. Secretary Marmorato seconded the motion, which was 

adopted unanimously. 

 

 Before moving into Executive Session, Mr. Ryan noted that two individuals 

had requested to address the Board and reminded those present that public comments 

would be limited to two minutes per speaker.  

 

 Mr. Ryan recognized Adrian Pearl and asked that he come forward to address 

the Board.  
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Mr. Pearl inquired about the Board’s refusal to comment on allegations of 

forgery related to an independent petition matter.   

 Mr. Ryan recognized Levi Anteby, the second speaker, who appeared 

virtually to address the Board as a reasonable accommodation under Title II of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act.  

   

 Mr. Anteby, a permanent absentee voter in Brooklyn, expressed concerns on 

behalf of other absentee voters with disabilities, stating that they may experience 

difficulty completing the ballot because they may be unable to identify the districts 

and contests for which they are voting. He noted that while he did not experience 

difficulty completing the ballot, he was concerned that the ballot format may present 

challenges for other voters.  

 

 Commissioner Umane moved to adjourn the regular stated meeting of the 

Board of Commissioners in the City of New York and convene an Executive Session 

to discuss Personnel Matters. Commissioner Araujo seconded the motion, which was 

adopted unanimously. 

 

Following the Executive Session, the open meeting resumed.  

 

During the Executive Session, the following actions were taken by the 

unanimous decision of the Board of Commissioners: 
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• Joanna Morgan, a Senior VMT, was given an advancement of 210 hours 

of Sick Time. Ms. Morgan’s agency start date is February 21, 2026, and 

she is a Manhattan Republican. 

 

In addition, Mr. Ryan provided a public announcement regarding recent news 

coverage of an independent petition filed with the City Clerk concerning a potential 

ballot proposal related to primary elections and the establishment of open primaries 

in the City of New York.  

 

Mr. Ryan stated that, as the Board has dealt with similar matters in the past, 

the Board of Elections will review the petition, inclusive of over 41,000 signatures 

spread out over 17 volumes. He noted that the Board’s deadline to complete its 

review and submit its findings is July 26th, making this a relatively quick process.  

 

Mr. Ryan stated that the Board will review the petition in accordance with its 

petition rules and other requirements established by the City Law Department, which 

will be incorporated into a memorandum of understanding.  

 

He noted that there is a unique aspect to this petition process in that individuals 

who are eligible to be registered voters, even if they are not currently registered 

voters, are eligible to sign the petition.  
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Mr. Ryan stated that the Board has clarified with the Law Department and the 

City Clerk that it does not have the capacity to verify individuals who are eligible to 

be registered and whose information does not appear in the Board’s records. In those 

instances, the Board will indicate that the individual is not a registered voter.  

 

 Mr. Ryan explained that the City Clerk will then determine, in his judgment, 

how to address any additional signatures from such individuals. He noted that this 

determination is beyond the purview and scope of the Board’s role in the process 

and stated that the Board will complete its review as required.  

 

 Mr. Ryan stated that the Board is already in receipt of the 17 petition volumes. 

He noted that the Board has developed a work plan to appropriately distribute the 

review among staff and that this type of work is consistent with the Board’s 

responsibilities. Mr. Ryan expressed confidence that the Board will meet the 

deadline, complete the review process, and the rest of the process will move forward.  

 

The meeting was adjourned.  

 

The next meeting of the Commissioners of Elections will be held on Tuesday, 

July 21, 2026, at 1:00 P.M. 


