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 Approved #3540 
 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF CANVASSERS 
IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

HELD ON TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026, AT 1:00 P.M. 
42 BROADWAY, 6th FLOOR, COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM 

NEW YORK, NY 10004                                                                                                                                                      
 
PRESENT: President Jodi Morales 
   
Commissioners Jose M. Araujo, Michael J. Coppotelli, Marc A. Landis, Frank R. 
Seddio, Simon Shamoun, *Michele A. Sileo, Frederic M. Umane 
 
Michael J. Ryan, Executive Director 
Vincent M. Ignizio, Deputy Executive Director 
Georgea Kontzamanis, Operations Manager 
Michael D. Corbett, Administrative Manager  
Grace Pyun, General Counsel 
Raphael Savino, Deputy General Counsel 
Steven B. Denkberg, Counsel to the Commissioners 
Kenneth Moltner, Counsel to the Commissioners 
Tom Sattie, Director – Candidate Records Unit  
Pete Holmberg, Coordinator – Candidate Records Unit 
Ariel Merkel, ADA Coordinator 
Carlos Rodriguez, Chief Voting Machine Technician 
Charles Laramy – Election Systems and Software (ES&S) 
Matt Lewandoski – Election Systems and Software (ES&S) 

New York County:       Stephen Evans III, Chief Clerk 
                                         Rhonda Evans, Deputy Chief Clerk 

Bronx County:  Brendaliz Candelaria, Deputy Chief Clerk                                       
    Steven Guglielmi, Deputy Chief Clerk 

Kings County:  Salvatore Barrera, Chief Clerk 
                               Daniel Ortiz, Deputy Chief Clerk 

Queens County:  Amanda Berinato, Chief Clerk 
                              Bart Haggerty, Deputy Chief Clerk 

Richmond County:  Daniel Lavelle, Chief Clerk     
    Anthony Andriulli, Deputy Chief Clerk 
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* Commissioner Sileo appeared remotely, but not at a publicly accessible location, 
and therefore did not cast any votes.  

  
Michael J. Ryan, Executive Director, opened the meeting with the 

Commissioner’s roll call and the introduction of Board staff. 

 

Mr. Ryan continued with item #1 of the meeting agenda, the approval of the 

minutes of the May 12, 2026 Commissioners’ Meeting.  

 

Hearing no objections, the minutes of the May 12, 2026 Commissioners’  

Meeting were adopted. 

 

Mr. Ryan continued with item #2 and provided a brief update on the June 23, 

2026 Primary Election:  

 

• Today is day four of early voting. Polls are open today until 8:00 PM. 

• As of the close of business last night, 44,077 voters have participated in 

early voting thus far.  

• As of the close of business last night, 104,442 absentee ballots have been 

sent out citywide, including 62 requests for accessible ballots.  

• As of the close of business last night, we have received back 28,713 ballots 

citywide. Thus far, 24,021 have been deemed valid, 1,477 have been 
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deemed invalid, and the cure process is ongoing. The remainder are being 

canvassed as the process is ongoing.  

• We have begun delivering our election day equipment, roughly 66,700 

pieces to 1,216 sites. 

• Training both in-person and online, and assignments are ongoing for 

election day, and the board fully expects to meet our poll worker needs. 

• Early voting will continue until Sunday, June 21st. The hours and poll site 

locations can be found on our website at vote.nyc or by calling the various 

borough and general offices.  

• Election day is Tuesday, June 23, 2026 

 

Mr. Ryan continued with item #3 of the meeting agenda, a Demonstration of 

the New AutoMark II, a device that will replace the ballot-marking device that’s 

been in use since 2007.  

 

Mr. Ryan asked the board staff, Ariel Merkel, ADA Coordinator and Carlos 

Rodriguez, Chief Voting Machine Technician, to come forward to participate in the 

demonstration and to answer any questions that the Commissioners may have. As 

for the demonstration itself, Charles Laramy and Matt Lewandoski from ES&S also 

came forward to show the capabilities of the machine.  

 



4 
 

Following the demonstration, Mr. Ryan continued with item #5 of the meeting 

agenda, Hearings on Specifications of Objections to Independent Nominating 

Petitions and Related Matters for the November 3, 2026 General Election.  

 

Mr. Ryan turned the meeting over to President Morales.  

 

President Morales convened a meeting of the Board of Canvassers in the City 

of New York for Hearings on Specifications of Objections to Independent 

Nominating Petitions and Related Matters for the November 3, 2026 General 

Election. 

 

Following the meeting of the Board of Canvassers, the regular stated meeting 

of the Board of Commissioners resumed. 

 

Commissioner Araujo moved to adjourn the regular stated meeting of the 

Board of Commissioners in the City of New York and convene an Executive Session 

to discuss Personnel Matters. Commissioner Umane seconded the motion, which 

was adopted unanimously. 

 

Following the Executive Session, the Meeting of the Board of Canvassers in 

the City of New York was reconvened. 
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There were matters in Queens and Richmond Counties held for second call, 

and a committee was authorized to hear those matters once all parties were ready to 

proceed. President Morales appointed Commissioner Landis to serve as the 

Democratic member of the committee, and Commissioner Coppotelli volunteered to 

serve as the Republican member of the committee.  

 

President Morales moved to adjourn the Meeting of the Board of Canvassers 

in the City of New York and convene the regular stated meeting of the Board of 

Commissioners in the City of New York. Commissioner Umane seconded the 

motion, which was adopted unanimously. 

 

President Morales moved to set the date of the next meeting for Tuesday, June 

30, 2026, at 1:00 PM. Commissioner Umane seconded the motion, which was 

adopted unanimously. 

 

During the Executive Session, the following actions were taken by the 

unanimous decision of the Board of Commissioners: 

 

• Alexis Carmona, a Senior VMT, was given an advancement of 210 hours 

of Sick Time. Mr. Carmona’s agency start date is July 15, 2018, and he is 

a Bronx Democrat. 
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• Rose Ann Pecora, an Administrative Associate, was given an advancement 

of 98 hours of Sick Time. Ms. Pecora’s agency start date is April 24, 2016, 

and she is a Staten Island Republican. 

 

• Victoria Boyle, a Permanent Financial Clerk, was given an advancement 

of 210 hours of Sick Time. Ms. Boyle’s agency start date is January 4, 

2021, and she is a Staten Island Republican. 

 

• Maritza Chavez, a Permanent Financial Clerk, was given an advancement 

of 210 hours of Sick Time. Ms. Chavez’s agency start date is May 31, 

2015, and she is a Bronx Democrat. 

 

President Morales moved to adjourn the regular stated meeting of the Board 

of Commissioners in the City of New York. Commissioner Araujo seconded the 

motion, which was adopted unanimously. 

 

The meeting was adjourned.  

 

The next meeting of the Commissioners of Elections will be held on Tuesday, 

June 30, 2026, at 1:00 P.M. 


